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2013 Approved Giving

Minnesota’s Air Force Association
General E W Rawlings Chapter
PO Box 11802
St. Paul, MN 55111-0802

Our 2014 Awards Banquet will be held on
March 15 from 6 – 9 pm at the Town & 
Country Club in St Paul. Entree will be 
chicken @ $35 a plate. Register and pay 
online (www.mnafa.org) or use the 
registration sheet at the end of this 
newsletter, or download & print 
registration form from the website. 
Awardees and one guest will be paid for 
by the chapter. Additional place settings 
are $35 each. 

Recipients Amount
U of MN ROTC
U of St. Thomas ROTC $300
Jr ROTC (4 local high schools)
Youth Scholarships
Civil Air Patrol
Trinity Mission food shelf
MN Aviation Academy
Visions of Exploration $10,080
American Aviation Heritage Society
MAC-V $800
Youth Programs
MAHEC ACE academy $4,000
Veteran Members Events $1,523

Wings of the North
CCAF Red Tail Squadron $2,000
MN Air Guard Museum $2,000
WWII Roundtable $1,000

 Mural $963

Rawlings Chapter's Approved Giving

Cyber Patriot

Military History Murel

AWARDS  BANQUET

The Rawlings Chapter has been given the go ahead to redecorate the downstairs 
meeting room (The Lodge) with a mural of the Air Force Association theme.  Images 
to be included in the Officers' Club mural have been chosen, as has an artist to paint 
it. This information is now under review by the Officers' Club Board of Directors and 
the 934th Air Force Reserves. If and when we receive approval, we will schedule the 
painting to begin. Donations to assist in funding the projects may be sent to the 
chapter's address (see the return address at the top of this page).

http://www.afamn.org/


Quarter 4 Meetings at a Glance
October 8th's meeting was called to order by MN 
AFA president Glenn Shull. There were 29 in 
attendance. Glenn thanked Jonathan Powell for his 
service as chapter president for the past two years. 
Glenn then presided over the election of the offices 
of chapter president, vice president, secretary, and 
treasurer. Results were: Larry Sagstetter – 
president, Tom Theis – vice president, Dave Pohlen 
– secretary, and Ralph Delperdang – Treasurer.

Outgoing president Jonathan Powell thanked the 
club for the support over the years and praised the 
selection of the new officers.

Larry Sagstetter took charge of the meeting and 
introduced Kristi Wangstad, president of AirSpace 
Minnesota, an organization created to chronicle 
Minnesota's great aviation and aerospace legacy. 
She discussed the three goals of the organization 
and said she hopes to partner with the Rawlings 
chapter in the future.

Jane Vail informed the chapter that we have 40 
classrooms in the Visions of Exploration, with 40 
left to go. The MN Cyber Patriot winners were the 
CAP teams from Hutchinson, Anoka, and Mankato.

The CAP liaison said that their leadership 
conference would again be at Camp Ripley, and the 
Wing drill and color teams were going to an 
upcoming competition.

Larry Brockshus said that Park High's JROTC 
cadets would again be doing a 24 hour vigil in 
honor of Veterans' Day.

Det 410 from University of St.Thomas would be 
hosting the Arnold Air Society ARCON 11-13 Oct. 
In addition, there would be a 24-hour vigil in honor 
of POWs, MIAs, and Veterans on Veterans' Day. It 
started at 1700 hours.

November 12th's meeting was called to order by 
Larry Sagstetter. There were 38 in attendance. 
October's meeting minutes were reviewed and 
approved.

Ralph Delperdang reviewed the savings and 
checking account activities.

The Charitable Gambling report was given by 
Bruce Roberts. Due to a change in the 'rules', the
Charitable Resources Supervisory Committee 
has been formed to prioritize the reduced 
amount of money we were expecting. Items that
are of interest are: cash status, projected 
expenses, payroll reports, inventory report, 
grants paid, purchase invoices, bank 
reconciliation and monthly gambling fund 
reconciliation. October's Charitable Gaming 
report was reviewed and approved by the 
membership. Bruce estimated a drop in revenue 
due to a change in the new tax structure to be a 
negative $14,000 to $15,000.

Tom Wilson of The Association of Graduates 
(USAF Academy) gave an update on their 
activities. Astronaut Curt Brown spoke to their 
group at a lunch  on 14 October.

Det. 415, UofM AF ROTC thanked the chapter 
for their continuing support and noted they 
would be requesting funds at the next chapter 
meeting.

Det 410, U of St.Thomas' Cadet Skog thanked 
us for support given to the POW/MIA vigil.

Chapter president Larry Sagstetter reminded the 
membership that this year's Annual Awards 
Banquet would be held on Saturday, 15 March 
2014, at the Town & Country Club, from 6 – 9 
pm. And, our guest speaker would be Gen (Ret. 
4 star) Craig McKinley.

Mary Ward announced her encouragement to 
participate in the Give to the Max day as some 
of the funds would go to the Armed Forces 
Service Center at the MSP Int'l Airport.

Jon Powell gave an update on the mural project. 
A new artist has been selected and the project 
has been scaled back. Instead of all four walls 
being completed, the project committee 
recommended walls should be done one at a 
time.

We had a guest speaker, Bill Guenon, a 
command pilot that led a POW rescue attempt. 
At the San Tay POW camp in Viet Nam. 

(column continued on next page)

Page  2



  Meetings at a Glance   (cont)            

Bill Geunon Jr,  Guest Speaker, November '13

December 2013's meeting was called to order by 
Larry Sagsetter at 1740. There were 24 members 
present. Last month's meeting minutes were reviewed
and approved. The Treasurer, Ralph Delperdang gave
the basics of our savings and checking accounts, 
income, expenditures, pending transactions and a 
tentative budget for 2014. 

Bruce Roberts gave the particulars in the Charitable 
Gambling account, reviewed the income, taxes, noted
issues coming with new rules. The Rail Station Bar 
and Grill has added a Bingo night, which has 
increased costs, but is supposed to grow in 
popularity.

The Civil Air Patrol captain Scott Richardson 
introduced several CAP cadet that gave a 
presentation covering the main leadership 
opportunities they were thankful for. And, they 
thanked the chapter for assisting in the funding that 
allowed them to participate.

ROTC Det 415, U of M's LTC Hoopes made a 
presentation of the ROTC program mission history, 
challenges and typical cadet profile. He noted that the
unit is currently operating in the red and requested 
additional funds.

ROTC Det 410, UStThomas' cadet Fillmore 
presented a request for financial report for travel to 
Notre Dame for a basket ball tournament.

Several members suggested that we should be 
supporting the mission of the AFA.

(cont. at top of this page.)

There was a few minutes where members 
discussed the mural project and suggested that 
the project be slowed down. The first artist that 
was selected ran into some problems with the 
'process' and resigned.  In the time following the
resignation, several artists have been contacted 
and interviewed. Another artist was selected, 
the wall that the mural will go has been partially
prepped. Issues with the historical aspect of the 
mural brought up by one of the members were 
addressed.

The meeting was adjourned at 1845.

Kristi Rollag Wangstad stopped by to tell us 
about the new AirSpace Minnesota 
organization. The brain child of several 
business men in 2012, the idea is to use the 
joy of flight to engage student in STEM 
study and careers to build a corps of 
volunteers, advocates and investors to build
a museum adjacent to the International 
Airport that would also be the home of 
Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame and a 
place for Space and Science Education.

Interested in getting in on this? Call Kristi at 
612-727-1737 or email at 
krw@airspacemn.org. OR, visit their website
at www.airspacemn.org  You will be 
surprised. More info on the next page.

AirSpace Minnesota
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AirSpace Minnesota uses the joy of flight to inspire dreams that build bright futures. We 
will honor our legacy, showcase today’s innovators and give learners skills to navigate their world – 
and beyond. We believe everyone deserves to fly. 
Commemorate – Honor those who build and serve AirSpace Minnesota received a 2013 Minnesota 
Historical and Cultural Heritage grant from the Minnesota Historical Society to develop the Minnesota 
Aviation & Aerospace Innovation Timeline. Working with key stewards of the legacy including the 
Minnesota Air National Guard Historical Foundation, the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame, the 
Minnesota Aviation History & Education Center and the NWA History Center and others, we will 
chronicle the great aviation and aerospace milestones in Minnesota history. 
Innovate– Showcase people and ideas at work We helped create the first annual Minnesota Aerospace 
and Aviation Week, bringing in Minnesota native Bob Cabana, Director of the Kennedy Space Center, 
to engage with more than 3,000 students and senior civic and industry leaders to discuss what’s next for
NASA. A new annual Workforce Day that uses the get STEM web tool connected students and 
educators with practitioners via workplace tours and school presentations.
 Educate – Learn from the past & prepare for the future AirSpace Minnesota announced a new 
partnership with the renowned Museum of Flight in Seattle and plans to re-create their Aviation 
Learning Center, which will develop the model for national replication. This is the first step in a long-
term vision to develop an Air & Space Learning campus that will feature the Aviation Learning Center, 
a Challenge Space Science Center, an extraordinary interpretive center and research center – creating 
an exciting destination, learning resource and proper home for the Minnesota Aviation Hall of Fame, 
Minnesota Air National Guard Historical Foundation and other entities. Connect with our journey by 
signing up to receive our newsletter. We will ensure you are the first to know about events, Aviation 
Learning Center progress, news about innovators and updates on science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) initiatives taking place around the region - See more at: 
http://airspacemn.org/our-plans/#sthash.r9N03xiu.dpuf

Cyber Patriot Round 1, by Tom Theis, Chapter VP

The purpose of the CyberPatriot challenge was initiated by the AFA to 
excite, educate, and motivate the next generation of cyber defenders and 
other science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
graduates to meet our nation's needs.  In the simplest terms, these 
CyberPatriot teams are to correct security concerns that have been 
embedded into a virtual computer system. The teams' challenge is to 
locate, remove, and repair any hidden programs that will damage the 
computer, or make data on the computer available to unauthorized users.

There are 16 teams registered in the North Central Region. There are 
Nine CAP squadrons, one Home School, one Public School, one AFJROTC, one Naby Sea Cadet 
Corps, and three Navy JROTC teams signed up for the first round of competition.

    Thomas Theis, our AFA Chapter's Vice President, visited two local registrants who registered in this 
year's CyberPatriot competition. The first visited was the Viking Composite Squadron which meets at 
the Flying Cloud Airport. They chose to begin their competition at 8:30 on a Saturday.  There was a lot 
of activity that morning, fueled not only with the competitive spirit, but with donuts, “Dew” and pizza. 
The squadron hosted two teams. One team, consisting of cadets Turner Stang, Evan Thoreson, and Zan 
Stranger, took on the challenge of repairing a Windows 2003 server. The second team, comprised of 
cadets Dane Van Slooter, Andrew Velasquez, Caleb and Jon Gregory, took on the challenge of repairitn 
Windows 7. Once each team signed in, they had six hours to fix as many problems (cont. on last page)

http://airspacemn.org/our-plans/#sthash.r9N03xiu.dpuf


 
 

General E.W. Rawlings Chapter 

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 
Town & Country Club, NW corner of Otis Ave. at Marshall Ave., St. Paul 

  Saturday, 15 March, 2014        1800 – 2115 hrs 
  

RESERVATION FORM 
 

Please complete and put in U.S. mailbox NLT  Saturday, March 8, 2014 
 
Please reserve  seats @  $35.00 per seat.            (Total = $)* 

 
Dinner entrée will be chicken breast. Vegetarian & gluten free meals available by request.  
 
Have a specific allergy concern? Attach a note to request an alternative meal. 
 
Name (please print 
clearly) 
 
First & Last Name 
of Guest(s) 
 
Your phone number, in case there is a question about your registration  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Awardees plus one guest at our expense.  All additional guests are $35 each. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Many of our Junior Enlisted and Cadets cannot afford to attend the Annual Awards Banquet and would benefit greatly 
from a chance to participate in this military ceremony.  We solicit your support for their attendance. 
 
I will sponsor  Cadets / Junior Airmen @ $35 each.           Total  = $ 

 
I’d like to sponsor  table(s) at $350 each.                    
 
(Total= $)* 
 
Please make your check payable to “General E.W. Rawlings Chapter” and mail NLT 8 March to: 
       

Lawrence Sagstetter 
1696 E. Third St. 

St. Paul, MN  55106 
 

Need additional information? Contact me at 612-695-8700, or e-mail: Lsagstetter@mnafa.org 
 

$ 
 

  

 

 

 $ 

 

$ TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $ 

Unit 



The AFA is a  501 (c)(3) ORGANIZATION

Donations are appreciated!

If you received this newsletter in the mail it
probably means your e-mail address is

inaccurate, or you don't have e-mail, or we're
blocked as spam.  Please send corrections to:

field @ afa.org if you have access to the
internet. Or, mail your update to 

Membership

 1501 Lee Highway

 Arlington, VA  22209 

to update their records.  Thanks

Note: members with an e-mail address are
expected to get their newsletter online.

The Chapter's new website is www.mnafa.org

Non-Profit Org.

U.S.Postage

PAID

Twin Cities  MN

Permit No. 1751

Minnesota’s Air Force Association
General E W Rawlings Chapter
PO Box 11802
St. Paul, MN 55111-0802

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CyberPatriot competieion (cont. from pg 4)...

as they could, accumulating points for each of 
the fixes. The coaches included 2LT Dennis 
Velasquez and Captains Bob Swearengin and 
Brice Larson. This is Viking's 5th year 
competing in the AFA's sponsored event.

    The second squadron visited later that 
afternoon was the Anoka Composite Squadron, 
which meets at the Anoka County Airport. Their
team began their challenge around 1:30 pm. 
Their team consisted of cadets Jesse Roberts, 
Rebecca Nelson, Tim Walker (the team's 
captain),  and Noah Ried. 2LT Joel Langenfeld 
was the team's coach and 1 LT Scott Holland 
was the team's mentor. This was Anoka's fourth 
year of competing. The squadron came in 
second in the State last year in the All Services 
Division.

(Contact Tom Theis at thomasbtheis@msn.com 
if your local Middle School or High School 
might be interested in participating in the 
CyberPatriot challenge). ed. Bob McGonigal


	NL38pg1
	NL38pg2-1
	NL38pg3-1
	NL38pg4-1
	NL38pg5-1
	NL38pg6-1

